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In this collection of Mormon short stories, we see a mission president's wife murdered in Rome. A

mother plans for her role as a god in the hereafter. A descendant of Enoch tries out Capitalism. A

bishop disguises himself as a homeless man to teach his congregation a lesson. A lonely young

woman rents a mother and father for Christmas. A husband is horrified to learn he has married a

pre-op transgender in the temple.
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Johnny Townsend has done it again. Heâ€™s delivered more deliciously subversive Mormon fiction

in his delightful new collection, Selling the City of Enoch.As in his previous works, Townsendâ€™s

well-drawn characters are too complex to fit into the Mormon cookie-cutter mold. For example, the

overly curious Sister Covino who canâ€™t look the other way when her mission presidentâ€™s wife

appears to have been murdered. Or Lucy, a new convert who, lacking the human connections

sheâ€™d hoped to form in her new ward, resorts to renting a family for the Christmas holiday.

Similarly disenfranchised, an ambitious Wiccan politician lamely aspires to be the mayor of Salt

Lake Cityâ€”that is until he has an alien encounter while hiking Bryce Canyon. And then there is the

charming Mrs. Mariposa, the title character of my favorite story in the collection, who marries the

love of her life in the Mormon temple and then surprises him with the news that she isnâ€™t

technically a woman.Selling the City of Enoch exists at that awkward intersection where the LDS

ideal meets the real world, and Townsend navigates his terrain with humor, insight and pathos.
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